
A MESSAGE TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS 

Frequently Asked Questions 

About the New York State Testing Program 

 

 
In New York State, Commissioner Regulations 100.3 and 100.4 require school districts to annually 
administer the Grades 3-8 New York State tests in English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics and 
the administration of the Grade 4 and Grade 8 Science, as well as the New York State Regents.  The 
Grade 3-8 testing is an outgrowth of the Federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Act.  During the last 
several years there has been much public debate regarding these tests.  The frequently asked questions 
below are designed to provide you with more information regarding the testing.  This information comes 
from New York State Education Department officials and guidance documents. 
 
When are the 2015 Grades 3-8 ELA and Mathematics State tests? 
The Grades 3-8 ELA tests will be administered at Bretton Woods Elementary, Forest Brook Elementary, 
Pines Elementary, and Hauppauge Middle School on April 14-16, and the make-up dates will be April 17, 
20, and 21.  The Mathematics test will be administered on April 22-24, and the make-up period will be 
April 27-29.  Visit www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us to view the Hauppauge UFSD calendar with State test 
dates. 
 
What happens if I choose to have my child refuse to participate in the State tests, commonly 
known as “opting out”? 
If a parent/legal guardian chooses to have their child(ren) refuse to participate in the State tests, he/she 
must submit a letter to the principal of their child’s school.  This letter must indicate that he/she is 
choosing to have his/her child refuse to participate in these tests.   The Principal will call each parent to 
verify the letter.  
 
During the test administration, the child will be seated in the back of the classroom and will be permitted 
to read until the test administration has concluded for each day.  Students who do not participate do not 
receive a valid score and, therefore, are considered to be “not tested”. 
 
What happens if my child is absent for the Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Math test(s) or the Grade 4 
Science test? 
If your child is absent during the administration of these State tests, the test(s) will be administered to 
your child during the make-up period.  If your child is absent during the make-up period(s), your child will 
not be tested.   
 
Students who are absent and whose parents have submitted a test refusal letter will not proceed to the 
testing center.  They will be considered to have met the make-up requirement by being offered and 
refusing the test on Day 1 of the make-up period. 
 
Are the results of these tests used for student placement? 
State tests are only one of multiple measures used by teachers and administrators to make informed 
instructional decisions regarding student placement in academic programs.  NYSED Commissioner 
Regulation 100.2ee requires that schools provide Academic Intervention Services (AIS) for students who 
score below the State-designated performance level on one or more of the State tests in ELA, 
Mathematics, or Science.  State test scores are not used for grade level promotion or retention. 
 
What happens to State and Federal school accountability if a large number of students refuse to 
participate in the State tests? 
Under State and Federal accountability rules, the State measures each school’s participation rate in the 
State tests.  Regardless of the reason (absent, refusal, medically excused, etc.), if less than 95% of a 
school’s students or one or more of its subgroups (e.g. students with disabilities, ELL) take the State 
tests, the school does not make “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP).  Not making AYP for two consecutive 

http://www.hauppauge.k12.ny.us/


years has an impact on a school’s State and Federal accountability status that may affect its level of 
support and intervention by the NYSED. 
 
 
What are the consequences for a school if they do not meet “Adequate Yearly Progress” (AYP) 
due to less than 95% of its students participating in the State tests? 
There are multiple negative consequences for not meeting (AYP) by reaching the 95% participation rate 
requirement: 
 

1.  Schools in which certain subgroups (e.g. students with disabilities, ELL) that do not 
meet the 95% participation rate will fail to make Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP). 
 
2.  NYSED will identify schools who do not meet AYP for the same subgroup in the same  
measure (e.g. participation rate) as a Local Assistance Plan (LAP) school.  LAP schools would 
have their accountability status changed from Good Standing to LAP.  LAP schools, in 
collaboration with the school district, will be required to annually use a NYSED diagnostic tool to 
develop a local assistance plan. 
 
3.  Schools failing to make AYP cannot become Reward Schools by the NYSED and would be 
ineligible for the funding that comes with such a designation. Currently,our high school is a 
Rewards School for which the district has received $75,000 to support our work. 
 
4.  Schools that persistently fail to meet participation rates may be subject to participation rate 
audits and may be required to develop plans to improve participation rates. 

 
How do the State test results impact teacher and principal ratings? 
In accordance with Education Law §3012-c, the results of the Grades 3-8 ELA and Mathematics tests are 
one of multiple measures included in teacher and principal evaluations.  Under the current APPR laws, 
the 2015 ELA and Mathematics State test results will account for 20% of the annual evaluation for 
teachers and principals of Grades 3-8 ELA and/or Mathematics.  Recently, there has been controversy 
surrounding a portion of the Governor Cuomo’s Opportunity Agenda, which would base 50% of a 
teacher’s evaluation on State tests. 
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